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FOREWORD
The University of Illinois Graduate School of Library
Science in cooperation with the University Extension Division
sponsors an annual autumn institute on an area of professional
librarianship. This volume presents the papers given at the
Institute on Collecting Science Literature for General Reading,
the seventh of these institutes, which was held at Robert Aller-
ton Park, near Monticello, Illinois, on November 6-9, I960.
Earlier institutes considered such timely subjects as school li-
brary supervision, the library's personnel program, nature and
development of collections, information services, young peo-
ple's services, and classification.
The importance of an institute on the collection of sci-
ence literature for the non-scientist is fairly obvious. Scientif-
ic progress with its marked influence on man and his environ-
ment continues at an increasing speed. Competition for time,
misinformation, technical terminology, and unfamiliar concepts
make it difficult for the average citizen to keep pace with cur-
rent developments. Librarians as never before are faced with
the responsibility of assisting the non-scientist in gaining an
appreciation of progress in the various fields of pure and ap-
plied science. This is a challenge that must be accepted with
enthusiasm. It is not enough to just think in terms of readers
who have no interest in science. Some librarians seem prone
to underestimate the interest which ordinary people have in sci-
entific ma'tters. As Isaac Asimov so succinctly states in the
first chapter of his very readable The Intelligent Man's Guide
to Science:
To gain a satisfactory appreciation of the developments
in a field of science, it is not essential to have a total
understanding of the science. After all, no one feels
that he must be capable of writing a great work of liter-
ature in order to appreciate Shakespeare. To listen to
a Beethoven symphony with pleasure does not require
the listener to be capable of composing an equivalent
symphony of his own. By the same token, one can ap-
preciate and take pleasure in the achievements of
science even though he does not himself have a bent
for creative work in science.
... no one can really feel at home in the modern world
unless he has some intelligent notion of what science
is up to. But beyond this, initiation into the magnificent
world of science brings great esthetic satisfaction,
inspiration to youth, fulfillment of the desire to know,
and a deeper appreciation of the wonderful potentialities
and achievements of the human mind.
The purpose of the I960 Institute was to assist college,
public, and school librarians in building adequate science col-
lections to meet the current needs of their clientele. The pro-
gram began with a consideration of the dynamic nature of sci-
ence and proceeded logically through discussions of the present
state of scientific progress, the dissemination of scientific in-
formation through various mediums, reader interest in science,
the publication of scientific information, problems, and aids in
selecting material for libraries, to the concluding discussion
of the components of the science collection.
The program of the Institute was planned by a committee
of the faculty of the Graduate School of Library Science com-
posed of Harold Goldstein, Donald E. Strout, Harold Lancour,
(ex officio), ,and Frances B. Jenkins, chairman. Other mem-
bers of the faculty helped in many ways to make the conference
a success.
We are greatly indebted to the speakers for finding time
in busy schedules to prepare scholarly papers and attend ses-
sions of the institute. As usual a special word of appreciation
is extended to Hugh Davison and to the staffs of the University
Extension Division and Allerton House for assistance with all
of the business details of the Institute. Finally we wish to ex-
press our gratitude to Mrs. Janet Phillips for her editorial
assistance in the preparation of this manuscript for publication.
FRANCES B. JENKINS
Editor
Urbana, Illinois
May 15, 1961
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